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Beekeeping with no "stings" attached!



The world's honey bee population is in decline due to many differing factors
which are still being investigated. At Cottage Botanicals we want to try and
increase awareness of how important honeybees are to survival of all living
things. When you invest in our Adopt-a-Hive program you will be part owner
of one of our hives for an entire season and be entitled to receive the following:
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- full creative rights to name your adopted hive and it’s queen - we encourage creativity!
- a personalised sign with your hive’s name to hang on the hive
- an Adopt-a-Hive adoption certificate
- an Adopt-a-Queen adoption certificate and her name painted on the brood box
- an Adopt-a-Bee adoption packaged
- 75% of honey production from your hive during the PURCHASED season
- 50% of the beeswax, pollen and/or propolis harvested
- two half day beekeeping** lessons on our property in the forest
- periodic updates and photographs of your adopted hive and (a few) of your bees
- 20% off discount voucher for our online shop
- packet of wild flower seeds to encourage bees to your garden
- full tin of our Honey Bee tea, and three samples to share with friends
- knowing that you are helping reestablish pollinators and building up the honeybee
  populations in your area!

The quantities at harvest will vary upon hive production (which is dependant primarily on the
weather - pray for sunshine!) and will be a minimum of 20 jars of honey (in an average year one
hive will produce 50+ 250 gram jars of honey. During 2018 our honey harvest was 124 - 250
gram jars per hive). Honey will be available at the end of your adoption term.

Along with all the goodies listed above you are invited to our property where you will be kitted
up in a beekeeper’s suit and under careful guidance you will be given a lesson in basic
beekeeping: spotting the queen, checking the health of the hive, lifting the combs, collecting the
honey, examing the brood, and helping to extract the honey! Our hope is that you will
leave with a fuller understanding of beekeeping and (we sincerely wish) a desire to become a
beekeeper yourself!

**There is a $50 non-refundable deposit. Adopt-a-hive is valid for one (1) beekeeping season (May -Oct). Investment covers
weekly and monthly maintenance using only OMAFRA certified organic treatments, labour and jars. All honey is raw (not
pasteurized) and lightly filtered. In case of hive failure you will receive an equivalent amount of honey from one of our other
hives. Allergic to bees but still want to participate? Our beekeeping lessons can be done off-site or away from our hives. We’ll
bring out all the bells and stops, but leave the bees at home.
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